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D2L’s Brightspace:  
Participating In and Grading Discussions 
Quick Summary 
This document is part four in the series on discussions. It includes a review of terminology and explains 
how to join your students by participating in Discussions and how to grade student responses.  

Additional Discussion Resources: 
Getting Started | Creating Discussions| Editing Discussions 

Video 
If you prefer to watch a video, select the link: Brightspace Discussions Part 4: Participation and Grading 

Terminology & Structure 
Brightspace uses unique terminology for discussion, organizing them into the following structures: 

Forum 
A container to organize your discussions. 

Topic 
The prompt to which your students will reply. Topics live inside of Forums to help keep them organized.  

Thread 
Students and/or instructors create threads to respond to topics. 

Participating in Discussions 
As your students are contributing responses, you will most likely want to join in to provide encouragement, 
give constructive feedback, and keep the conversation moving through asking follow-up questions. 

Step 1: Navigate to the Discussion 
• Option 1: Select the Discussions link in the Teal Navigation Bar. 
• Option 2: Locate the Discussion inside your Content modules. 

 

https://www.tri-c.edu/online-learning/technology-resources/brightspace/brightspace-faculty/documents/discussions-getting-started.pdf
https://www.tri-c.edu/online-learning/technology-resources/brightspace/brightspace-faculty/documents/discussions-creating.pdf
https://www.tri-c.edu/online-learning/technology-resources/brightspace/brightspace-faculty/documents/discussions-editing.pdf
https://mediasite.tri-c.edu/Mediasite/Play/2d92d81b37cc4b4d9ea2ef722bcd57cc1d
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Step 2: Select the name of the Discussion Topic to open it. 

 

Step 3: Scroll down past the discussion prompt to see student Threads. 

 

• Select the title of the Thread (student’s post) to open it. (This is where you can view replies and 
reply yourself.) 

• Select “More” if you just want to read the student’s whole post without replying or viewing replies. 
• You can also view statistics for the Thread: 

o Unread: How many replies are in this thread that you have not seen yet. 
o Replies: Total number of replies in the Thread. 
o Views: How many times that Thread has been viewed by others (typically, this is a rough 

representation of the number of students who have viewed the thread. 
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Step 4: To reply, select the title of an individual Thread (see above) and select the button, 
“Reply to Thread.” 

 
• You can also comment on another student’s response to the Thread by selecting “Reply” under the 

comment. 

Step 5: Type your response and select “Post.” 
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Additional Options: 
• Change the title (uncommon) 
• Select “Add original post text” to quote the student’s Thread in your reply. 
• Select the box “Subscribe to this thread” if you want to receive notifications of future replies. 

o Helpful if you have asked a follow up question and want to know when you get a reply. 
• Select “Add Attachments” if you want to attach a file. 

Navigation Tips: 

 
1. When you are reading a Thread, you can use the “Next” and “Previous” buttons to navigate from 

one Thread to the next. 
2. You can use the breadcrumb trail at the top left of the screen to navigate back to the Topic. 

Grading Discussions 
There are three ways you can access grading to give feedback on your students’ submissions. Regardless 
of the method you choose, you will see both the student’s initial Thread in addition to any comments they 
have made on other’s Threads.  

How to Grade with Quick Eval 

Method 1: Access Quick Eval Directly 
From anywhere in the course, select “Course Tools” and then “Quick Eval.” 

 

https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/3549-grade-with-quick-eval
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This defaults to “Submissions” view, which shows you all topics that need graded (quizzes, 
assignments, discussions, etc.). You can switch to “Activities” view to quickly find only submissions 
for the discussion you want to grade. 

 
Submissions View 
 Select the name of the student whose submission you want to grade. 

Activities View 
When you hover over the “Completed” icon, it will say “Evaluate All.” Select this to begin grading. 

 

Method 2: Access from Grades 
Select the “Grades” tab in the Teal Navigation Bar. 

 
Locate the gradebook column for the Discussion you want to grade. You will see a speech bubble 
icon that represents a submission. Select it to begin grading. 

 

Method 3: Access from the Discussion Topic 
From the Teal Navigation Bar, select “Discussions.” 
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Locate the Discussion Topic you want to grade. Select the dropdown arrow and select “Assess 
Topic.” 

 

Need Help? 
• For help migrating or creating your discussions, please contact the Help Desk.  
• For help creating engaging discussion prompts, organizing discussions into your course design, or 

selecting appropriate settings for your discussions, please make an appointment with the 
Instructional Design Team.  

o Book a Virtual Appointment  
o Email Us to meet in-person  

 

mailto:OLAT@tri-c.edu
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/InstructionalDesignLearningExcellence@student.tri-c.edu/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/InstructionalDesignLearningExcellence@student.tri-c.edu/bookings/%22%EF%B7%9FHYPERLINK%20%22https:/www.tri-c.edu/faculty-central/cle/staff-profiles.html
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