D2L’s Brightspace:
Getting Started with Discussions

Quick Summary

This is part of a four-part series on Brightspace Discussions. This document will explain how to get started
with Discussions, focusing on explaining Brightspace’s terminology and organization structure around
Discussions and how they migrate from Blackboard, depending on the migration method used.

Additional Resources on Discussions:
Creating Discussions | Editing Discussions | Participating In and Grading Discussions

Video

If you prefer to watch a video, select the link: Brightspace Discussions Part 1: Introduction

Terminology & Structure

Brightspace uses unique terminology for discussion, organizing them into the following structures:

Forum
A “Forum” is a container to organize your Discussions. This is an extra layer of organization that does not

exist in Blackboard. Only instructors can create Forums.

Topic

A “Topic” is a prompt to which your students will reply. Topics live inside of Forums to help keep them
organized. The Topic is where you will create a prompt and select settings like points, availability dates,
and various options for how you want students to participate. Only instructors can create Topics.

Thread
“Threads” are where the conversation happens. Students and/or instructors create Threads to respond to

topics. Students and/or instructors can also reply to each other’s Threads.
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https://www.tri-c.edu/online-learning/technology-resources/brightspace/brightspace-faculty/documents/discussions-creating.pdf
https://www.tri-c.edu/online-learning/technology-resources/brightspace/brightspace-faculty/documents/discussions-editing.pdf
https://www.tri-c.edu/online-learning/technology-resources/brightspace/brightspace-faculty/documents/discussions-participating-and-grading.pdf
https://mediasite.tri-c.edu/Mediasite/Play/dd809d5883614241995e89294db685cd1d

What Happens When Discussions Migrate from Blackboard?

Faculty have three options to migrate their content from Blackboard to Brightspace. Faculty building from
scratch will simply create their Discussions in Brightspace and can organize them into any desired Forum
structure. Migrating with K-16 Solutions or using the Export/Import method will result in the following
Forum structures:

K-16 Solutions
K-16 Solutions will create a singular forum called “Migration Forum” to house all of your Discussion Topics.

It is recommended to change the title and description of the Forum. You may create new Forums to
reorganize your Discussion Topics if you choose.

Migration Forum «

Migration Forum

Topic Threads Posts Last Post

Discussion: Introduce Yourself! (Due 10/31) .,

¥ Includes assessment.

Mow it's your turn!

Click on the words "Introduce Yourself" to post to the discussion.

Introduce yourself. Include:

= Your name
» What you teach
+ Your experience teaching enline

+ Afunfact sbout yourself o 0

Export/Import

The Export/Import process will create a Discussion Forum for each discussion that you migrated from
Blackboard; each of these Forums houses a singular Discussion Topic using the naming convention,
“Discussion: [Title from Blackboard].” You may choose to leave this structure, however if you have a
significant number of Discussions in your course, it might be easier for your students if you group them
together into a Forum structure that aligns with the layout of your Content Modules.

Discussion: Introduce Yourself! (Due 10/31) «

Click to expand: O Unread Posts (0 total) - 1 topics in Discussion: Introduce Yourself! (Due 10/31)

Discussion: Reflection- Using Instructional Design Models (Due 10/31) ~
Must post st

Click to expand: 0 Unread Posts (0 total) - 1 topics in Discussion: Reflection- Using Instructional Design Models (Due 10/31)

Discussion: Online Assessment Challenges (Due 11/2) «
Must post st

Click to expand: O Unread Posts (0 total) - 1 topics in Discussion: Online Assessment Challenges (Due 11/2)

Discussion: Share a Rubric (Due 11/3) ~

Must post first

Click to expand: 0 Unread Posts (0 total) - 1 topics in Discussion: Share a Rubric (Due 11/3)

mbisssssisumieasassissatanuituni; ittt
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Reorganizing Discussions Post-Migration

If you decide to reorganize your discussions, this is a quick and easy process.

Step 1: Create Forums
e Under the Discussions link in the Teal Navigation Bar, select “New” and then “New Forum.”

Content Announcements Assignments |Discussions | Quizzes Course Tools v Class Progress Grades Course Admin

Discussions & settins
Discussions List Subscriptions Group and Section Restrictions Statistics
New More Actions
proved b Expand A
New Topic
uiscussion. miunoduce Yourself! (Due 10/31) v

e Give it a name, an optional description, and decide if you want to apply any of the optional settings
to all of the Topics within the Forum. Then select “Save and Close.”

Options
|:_:| Allow anonymous posts @
|:_:| Users must start a thread before they can read and reply to other threads in each topic Q

|:_:| A moderator must approve individual posts before they display in the forum e

|_| Display forum description in topics ()

e Continue this process until you have created all of the forums.
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Step 2: Move Topics

e Select the dropdown arrow next to the Topic title and select “Edit Topic.”

Content Announcements Assignments Disc
View Topic

DiSCUSSionS View Topic in Grid View

Discussions List Subscriptions Group and Section Edit Topic

m More Actions

Filter by: Unread Unapproved

Hide from Users

View Topic Statistics
Assess Topic

. . Manage Exemptions
Discussion: Introduce Yourself!
Subscribe

Delete
Topic Threg

Discussion: Introduce Yourself! (Due 10;’3

? Includes assessment.
Mow it's your turn!

Click on the words "Introduce Yourself" to post to the discussion.

o Select “Change Forum.”

Topic Title *

Discussion: Introduce Yourself! (Due 10/31)

Forum: Discussion: Introduce Yourself! (Due 10/31)

it
e Select “Choose an existing forum” and then select the appropriate Forum from the dropdown
menu.
Change forum X

A forum is a way to categorize topics. Use the following settings to select a forum option
to organize this topic.

P
L Create a forum

| ®) Choose an existing forum

Discussion: Introduce Yourself! {

Discussion: Introduce Yourself! (Due 10/31)
Discussion: Reflection- Using Instructional Design Models (Due 10/31)
Discussion: Online Assessment Challenges (Due 11/2)
Discussion: Share a Rubric (Due 11/3)
Discussion: Academic Integrity Discussion (Due 11/3)
Discussion: Sample Resource (Due 11/7)
. Discussion: Sample Discussion Forum {Due 11/9)
Discussion: sample Interaction (Due 11/10)
Discussion: Share Sample Structure (Due 11/14)
Instructor Presence Plan (Due 11/15)
¢ Discussion: Universal Design Example (Due 11/14)
reating an Accessible Document (Due 11/14)

e Select “Apply Changes,” and then select “Save and Close.”
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Step 3: Delete Empty Forum
After you have moved all Topics out of a Forum, make sure to delete it so it is not cluttering your course.

e Select the dropdown arrow next to the Forum title and select “Delete.”

Filter by: Unread Unapproved

Discussion: Introduce Yourself! (Due 10/31] ~

Add Topic
Discussion: Reflection- Using Instructional D EditFerum le
Must post first. Hide from Users
Click to expand: 0 Unread Posts (O total) - 1 topics in Discussion: Refle Desf

View Forum Statistics

Subscribe

Discussion: Online Assessment Challenges (L |,.....

Must post first.

Need Help?

e For help migrating or creating your discussions, please contact the Help Desk.

e For help creating engaging discussion prompts, organizing discussions into your course design, or
selecting appropriate settings for your discussions, please make an appointment with the
Instructional Design Team.

o Book a Virtual Appointment

o Email Us to meet in-person
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mailto:OLAT@tri-c.edu
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/InstructionalDesignLearningExcellence@student.tri-c.edu/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/InstructionalDesignLearningExcellence@student.tri-c.edu/bookings/%22%EF%B7%9FHYPERLINK%20%22https:/www.tri-c.edu/faculty-central/cle/staff-profiles.html
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